


Upcoming Events 
Please visit our website for additional programs and dates 

 

PGA Awarding of Scholarships to Class of 2023 Students  
Buchtel - May 10, 2023 

East - May 24, 2023 
 
 

Summer Entrepreneurial College Institute:  June 5-23, 2023 
 
 

Bridge to Kindergarten Summer Academy: 
  July 24 - Aug. 11, 2023 

 
 

Annual Achieving Dreams Celebration  
“Back to School Bash” 

Saturday, September 9, 2023 @ the Hilton Akron/Fairlawn 
 
 

Snacks & Educational Fun with Santa:  Dec. 2, 2023 



  

Staff and Program Team Members  
(2022-2023) 

 
  

Jacqueline A. Silas-Butler, Esq. ~ Executive Director 

Laurie Curfman ~ Director of Programs  

Tiara Autry ~ Program Manager 

Tiffany Haddon  ~  Program Manager 

Tori Dean ~ College and Career Advisor 

Matthew Futch ~ College and Career Advisor  

Jacob Simmons ~ College and Career Advisor  

Isabella South ~ College and Career Advisor  

Theresa Manzell ~ Community Engagement Coordinator 

Dr. Naomi White ~ Program Support Specialist 

Kathyrn Vajda ~ Parent Engagement Coordinator 

Laura Farris-Daugherty ~ Executive Administrative Assistant  

James Breedlove & CLA ~ Accounting Consultants  

Elizabeth Smalley & AmpStrategy  ~ Marketing Consultants 

 

Graduation Really Achieves Dreams 

Project GRAD Akron’s  
Vision, Mission, and Core Values 

Vision:  We see a world of hope – where there are no limits on          
potential, the greatness in every child is inspired and celebrated, and 
dreams are realized through opportunities and education.  As such, 

Project GRAD Akron will become one of the foremost enablers of          
underrepresented student success through unique and innovative 

programs (PG Knoxville).   
  

Mission:  In collaboration with community partners, Project GRAD 
Akron will provide a system of programs, supports, and scholarships 
for underrepresented students to achieve success from kindergarten 

through career.   
  

Core Values:  Mutual Respect; Honesty & Integrity; Teamwork & 
Collaboration; Passion for Excellence; Lifelong Learning Culture;        

Commitment to Community; Entrepreneurial & Innovative.  
 

 

Graduation Really Achieves Dreams 

Thank you your support as we invest in the lives of the 
young people we serve in the Akron Public Schools.  Your 
contribution will make a positive difference in their lives; 

giving us the opportunity to fulfill our mission of providing 
services for underrepresented students to achieve success 

from kindergarten through college!  
 

The proceeds from the 9th Annual March GRADness will 
support scholarships for Project GRAD Akron’s students at 

Buchtel and East of the Akron Public Schools! 
 



March GRADness 
 A Happy Hour of  Sports Entertainment, Food, Fun, and Fellowship 

 

Food Stations 
Hors d’oeuvres Station  

Imported and Domestic Cheese Display with flatbreads, baguettes and 
breadsticks; Crudité of vegetables with a Sun-Dried Tomato and Artichoke 
Dip; Kalamata Olive, Artichoke and Goat Cheese Tart; Tandoori Chicken; 

Spanakopita; Brie and Raspberry Puffed Pastry; and  
Petite Maryland Crab Cakes 

   

Chef Attended Pacific Rim Station  
Chicken, Beef or Shrimp Wok’d with Udon Noodles or Vegetable Fried Rice.  
Served with Fresh Julienne of Vegetables and Asian Sauces in a To-Go Box 

 

Slider Station  
Beef Slider with White Cheddar, Dill Pickle and Fried Onion;   

Beer Battered Whitefish Slider with a Savoy Cabbage Slaw; and  
Nashville Hot Chicken Slider with Sour Pickles 

 

Macaroni and Cheese Martini Table 
Macaroni and White Cheddar, Fusilli & Classic Cheddar 

Popcorn Chicken, Chorizo Sausage, Pancetta, Gorgonzola & Asiago Cheeses 
Sauteed Mushrooms, Broccoli, Scallions, Salsa and Fried Onions 

 

Bakery Station  
Assorted fresh baked cookies and pastries 

 

50/50 Raffle 
Raffle tickets are on sale for $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00,  

Arms Length - $10.00, or Wingspan - $20.00   
The selected recipient will win 50% of the entire amount  

collected for the raffle.   You do not have to be present to win! 
 

Family Feud, Kahoot, & Hot Shots Competitions 
Games for individuals and teams.  Great Prizes! 

 

Fellowship, Photo Booth, & Door Prizes  
Throughout the evening, we will have drawings for door prizes.  Please enjoy 

the fellowship, engage in the activities, take multiple pictures at the photo 
booth, post pictures on social media, and have a great time!    

 

Thank you for supporting Project GRAD Akron’s Scholarship Fund! 

2022-2023 Board of Directors  
Officers 

 
 

Maura Scanlon Bozzelli, Esq., President 
Attorney at Law, The Scanlon Group 

 

Diane Miller-Dawson, President-Elect 
Director of Community & Economic Development, County of Summit 

 

Michael Kavulic, Ph.D., Vice President 
Assistant Vice President, Research Administration, Kent State University 

 

Pamela R. Valentine, Treasurer 
Community Volunteer, Past Board President, Project GRAD Akron 

 

Thomas L. Peeples, Jr., Secretary 
Sr. Manager Lean Operations, The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 

 

Directors 
 

Martin H. Belsky, Esq. 
Retired, Randolph Baxter Professor of Law, The University of Akron 

Immediate Past Board President, Project GRAD Akron 
 

Michelle Bisson 
Senior Vice President, Marketing & Business Development, Summa Health 

 

     Anita L. Davis, Esq. 
Attorney at Law; Past Board President, Project GRAD Akron 

 

The Honorable Bradley S. S. Dunn 
Administrative Law Judge, State of Ohio 

 

Barbara A. Feld 
Emeritus Executive Director, Tuesday Musical Association 

 

Cheryl Goliath, Ph.D.  
Executive Director, Medical Education and Research, Cleveland Clinic Akron General 

 

April Jefferson 
Senior Communications Representative, FirstEnergy Service Company 

 

Dana K. LaGarde 
Retired Lead Project Manager, AT&T; Past Board President, Project GRAD Akron 

 

Fedearia A. Nicholson-Sweval, Ph.D. 
Vice Provost for Student Pathways and Dean of Honors College, The University of Akron 

 

Ann Otto, Ph.D.  
Retired Associate Vice President, NEOMED 

 

Charles Parnell 
Retired Sales & Marketing Administrator 

 

Clarence Tucker 
Deputy Mayor for Public Safety, City of Akron 

 

Debbie Walsh 
Clerk of Courts, Akron Municipal Court 

 

The Honorable Annalisa Stubbs Williams 
Judge, Akron Municipal Court 

 

Pam Wright, CPA  
Partner, Assurance Services, Sikich LLP 

 

Ebony L. Yeboah-Amankwah, Esq.  
Vice President/Ethics, Compliance and Enterprise Risk Management, Signet 

 

Ex-Officio 
Mary B. Outley 

Interim Superintendent, Akron Public Schools 
 

Jacqueline A. Silas-Butler, Esq.  
     Executive Director, Project GRAD Akron                                               



 

Door Prize Donors 
Academic Tutoring & Test Prep 

Anonymous (several) 
Michelle Bisson, Vinifera Wine-to-Whiskey 

Maura Scanlon Bozzelli, Esq. 
Lawrence Butler Jr. 

Laurie Curfman 
Laura Farris-Daugherty 

Rica Keith 
Theresa Manzell 

Meaden & Moore 
Project GRAD Akron 

Jacqueline Silas-Butler 
Dr. Lisa Sims 

Elizabeth Smalley 
The University of Akron 

Clarence Tucker 
Debbie Walsh 

Judge Annalisa Williams 
 

Special Acknowledgements 
Akron Public Schools 

Greystone Hall & John S. Knight Center Convention  

Kalisha Green & Elizabeth Smalley, AMP Strategy 

Marge Klein, The Peanut Shoppe 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Thank you to Project GRAD Akron’s  
Major Funders 

 

Akron Public Schools 
Akron Community Foundation 

City of Akron 
GAR Foundation 

Synthomer Foundation 
United Way of Summit & Medina 

March GRADness 
2023 Steering Committee 

 

Event Chairperson  
 

Jacqueline Silas-Butler, Esq. 
Executive Director, Project GRAD Akron 

 

Michelle Bisson  

Maura Scanlon Bozzelli, Esq. 

Lawrence B. Butler, Jr.  

Jasina Chapman  

Howard Curry  

Johnnette Curry  

Anita L. Davis, Esq. 

The Honorable Bradley S.S. Dunn  

Laura Farris-Daugherty 

Rica Keith 

 Dana LaGarde 

Mary B. Outley 

Charles Parnell 

Thomas Peeples, Jr. 

Vikki Shadie 

Elizabeth Smalley 

Dr. Lisa Sims 

Stancy Sykes 

Clarence Tucker 

Debbie Walsh 



9th Annual MARCH GRADness  
Event Sponsors  

 

Ultimate National Championship Sponsors 
Meaden & Moore  and The University of Akron  

 

National Championship Sponsor 
Summit County Executive Ilene Shapiro’s  

Department of Job & Family Services  
 

Elite Eight Sponsors 
Roger and Sally Read 

 

Sweet Sixteen Sponsors 
Belsky & Waits Family 

Johnnette & Howard Curry 
Judge Kani Hightower 

Dr. David James 
Molina Healthcare of Ohio 

State & Federal Communications, Inc. 
Synthomer Foundation 

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
Debbie Walsh, Clerk of Courts 

 

Second Round Sponsors 
Richard W. & Eugenia C. Atkinson 

Audra Baker 
Maura Scanlon Bozzelli, Esq.  

Laurie & Scott Curfman 
The Honorable Bradley S. S. Dunn  

Barbara & Denis Feld 
Mayor Dan Horrigan 

Immanuel Temple Church of God in Christ 
Dana and Frank LaGarde 

Valerie McKitrick 
Mary B. Outley 

Jacqueline Silas-Butler, Esq. & Lawrence Butler Jr. 
The Scanlon Group 
Pamela R. Valentine 

 

First Round Sponsors 
Akron Alumnae Chapter of  

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
 

Akron Municipal Court Judges:   
 

Presiding/Administrative  
Judge David Hamilton 

Judge Annalisa S. Williams 
Judge Jerry Larson 
Judge Jon Oldham 

Judge Ronald Cable 
Judge Nicole Walker 

 

Leon D. Bibb 
Jasina Chapman 
Yvonne G. Culver 

Anita L. Davis, Esq. 
Romona Davis 

Lenwood Dawson 
Judith Dimengo 

Laura Farris-Daugherty 
Carolyn Felton 

C. Joyce Finley-Johnson 
Jeff Fusco, Akron Council-at-Large 

Zeta Kateria Hargrove-Montgomery 

First Round Sponsors 
Rica Keith 

Sandra Kurt, Summit County 
 Clerk of Courts 

Tanya Lundy 
Megan Mannion 

Diane Miller-Dawson 
Walter Noland 

Pastor Eugene Norris 
Robin Norris 
Dr. Ann Otto 

Margaret Ralston Payne 
Roger Riddle Consulting Limited (2) 

Victoria Shadie        
Sandra Shaw 
Dr. Lisa Sims      
Rose Skinner    

Shirley A. Smith, CFRE 
Patricia Stewart Adams    

Stancy Sykes   
Rachel Tecca 

Dewayne Thomas, Spectrum 
Clarence Tucker 

Rev. Dr. Curtis T. Walker Sr. 

9th Annual MARCH GRADness  
Event Sponsors  (continued) 

 
March GRADness Scholarship Contributors 

Richard W. & Eugenia C. Atkinson 
Maura Scanlon Bozzelli, Esq. 

Judith Dimengo 
Susan Flowers 

Jeff Fusco 
Matt Futch 

Dee & Thomas Ghinder 
Tamiko Hatcher 

Gina Llewellyn  
Dr. Ann Otto 

Margaret Ralston Payne 
Roger & Sally Read 

Sandra E. Shaw 
Jacqueline A. Silas-Butler, Esq. 

Patricia Stewart-Adams 
Jacqueline Thomason, Esq. 


